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My Report is given normally at the Annual Parish Meeting .The APM has been cancelled and  
now the Council has given delegated authority to the Clerk, consulting with the Chairman and 
Vice Chairman, to make decisions on Council matters during the period of restricted activity 
declared by the Government in respect of the Covid-19 virus.  I trust this Report will be of 
interest in the midst of the sensible and understandable isolation imposed on us by the 
Government. 
 
Our liberal western democracies which we tend to take for granted are complex but running 
through them all are cherished freedoms allowing us to choose how we go about our lives. Now, 
a virus against which there is no vaccination has caused massive disruption to our society with a 
speed that has amazed and horrified us all.  Nothing can be taken for granted anymore. 
 
However, the human spirit within us has an amazing capacity to meet the challenges posed by 
this new danger.  The resilience of people to confront a crisis, to respond to leadership, to 
innovate and to be resourceful is evident in the way that most people are going about their lives, 
not least in shielding and helping the vulnerable in our community. The respect shown to carers 
throughout society is a reflection of the value that we have for them.   
 
 There is the expectation in all of us of ‘normality’ returning in the months ahead. When it does 
return, there will be changes, as yet unknown, which will affect our lives in the future. There 
must be confidence and positivity as we face that future, rather than let fear and negativity win. 
Above all else, I hope that kindness shown to our “neighbours” can be sustained to the 
betterment of all. 
Now to the more mundane matters of the past year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Past Year – Summary 
 
Councillors 
There have been changes in the team of Councillors in part as a consequence of the new four-
year term of office which began in May 2019.New co-opted Councillors are Andrew Peacock, 
Nicola Midgley and Ian Grainger replacing Margaret Smyth, Andrew Rodger & Emma Shellard. 
The team works well together on your behalf. The Clerk, Tina Wormley, has worked hard to 
ensure that the Council complies with its statutory duties and at the same time has been a great 
help to me in my role as Chairman, as also has the Vice Chairman, Steve O’Loughlin. My thanks 
to all the team. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
The Council has undertaken a financial review of all Projects in the NP given that CIL proceeds 
are expected to be received from developments near HMP Wealstun in the next few years. No 
such CIL monies have been paid out as yet  by Leeds CC but the expectation is on the 26 home 
site currently being developed by Chartford Homes that the CIL funds due to the Council will be 
in aggregate c.£51,000 payable in three tranches of £17,000 at set stages in the progress of the 
development. The larger adjoining site for 119 homes will eventually result in significantly larger 
CIL monies being received by the Council but this could be some years ahead. 
The Projects within the NP, as and when pursued, are estimated to have an aggregate cost in 
excess of £500,000. One such Project currently receiving attention by the Council is Project P2( 
the cycle path from Walton Road past the prison and eventually finishing by the school in 
Dowkell Lane).The estimated cost for this Project may well be in excess of £200,000 but there 
are many obstacles to overcome including issues of planning, highways and land ownership.  
The Council welcomes the continuing interest and offers of help regarding these Projects from 
residents. The Council intends to consult with residents as and when it is decided to implement 
those Projects to which major expenditure is involved. 
 
Planning Matters 
A major issue resolved has been the status of the Leeds City Council (LCC) Site Allocation Plan 
(SAP) which is now made, subject to a review being undertaken in 2021/22 and which will bring 
again more uncertainty for the Outer North East Area of Leeds as a whole. Our neighbouring 
Wetherby Town Council have big planning concerns and the newly formed Better Wetherby 
Partnership is very active in seeking to protect the area from ill-thought through planning 
applications from assorted developers. 
For this Council’s part, the failure to keep the large site near the Prison out of the SAP and the 
Outline Consent given for 119 homes on that site means that the detailed planning application is 
imminent from Lovell Homes in partnership with Homes England. Consultation by the developers 
is supposed to be underway but the Covid-19 crisis is likely to defer matters and delay the 
application for detailed consent. The Council has established a dialogue with LCC on the planning 
conditions within the S.106 Agreement.  
Work is ongoing on the smaller site with the developer, Chartford Homes. The Council thanks Cllr 
Grainger for monitoring on behalf of the local residents of Rudgate Park the work being carried 
out. 
 



The usual regular flow of individual applications for home improvement/extensions/tree lopping, 
etc continue and the Council keeps such matters under regular observation for comment, 
especially so for the maintenance of the conservation status of much of the parish. 
One significant Planning issue in which this Council has taken an interest is the status of the 
greenspace land in front of Thorp Arch Grange and owned by LCC. The ownership of this land has 
been claimed by a third party under rules of ‘adverse Possession’. LCC have strongly objected 
and will be defending their ownership before the Land Tribunal. This Council supports LCC’s 
ownership position and the Chairman will be a supporting witness at the hearing in due course. 
The Council continues to develop its relationship with LUFC and maintains a regular dialogue on 
a number of issues, including its continued occupation of the training facilities based in Thorp 
Arch. 
 
Finance 
The Council continues in a healthy financial position which will be very evident when the Clerk is 
able to provide her year end report, currently delayed due to Covid-19 constraints. The Precept 
has been reduced this year to £19,200 from £22,500. The balances of the Council with HSBC 
extend to c.£40,000 in credit. Given the need for the Council to allocate resources in future to 
meet the expected costs of NP Projects (as previously referred to above), such credit balances 
are fully justified.  
The Council is well served to deal with its financial responsibilities but will take steps, if needed, 
to strengthen its resources appropriately. 
The Council has made a number of donations in the last financial year, the most recent being a 
grant of £2000 to TABS to assist the club in making a full repair to the roof of its facilities which 
suffered major damage as a result of the recent storms. 
 
 
Highways and Infrastructure 
Cllr Midgley has taken on this brief from Andrew Rodger and our thanks to both for the positive 
and effective way that it has been pursued. The new speed limits throughout the Parish are now 
in place and the SIDs are up and running properly at either end of the Parish. This does not mean 
that perfection has been achieved and no speeding occurs but it is better. Potholes, bridge 
congestion, speeding, parking near the School, flooding on Church Causeway/Walton Road and 
the local bus network remain issues under scrutiny.  
It is a pleasure to see the success of the sustained efforts by Sustrans to negotiate and build the 
extension to the National Cycling Route 665 from Thorp Arch Trading Estate to the bridge at 
Newton Kyme and on to the A659 road. The extended route is now open and will be of great 
benefit to local walkers and cyclists in the area. This is a big plus for us all. 
The maintenance of our Greens has been carried out again by Colin Sanderson, to whom go our 
thanks. 
 
Community Assets 
Residents will have observed that the small greenspace at North Lodge has now been 
surrounded by a new chain-link fence, in line with the title ownership of the Council now 
properly established. Partial funding for this project came from environmental donations 
received. The Council is hoping that in future this site will be an environmentally attractive entry 
to the village from Wood Lane. If you have any helpful ideas, please contact the Clerk at:  
clerk@thorp-arch.org.uk  

mailto:clerk@thorp-arch.org.uk


The road verges in Thorp Arch are a big asset to us all and the Council is grateful for the bulb 
planting undertaken by members of the Village Society, as well as their welcome work on the 
task of litter picking. The lack of any thought or responsibility by those who create litter on our 
roadsides is disgraceful and its clearance is an obligation accepted only by the regular few who 
turn out on the announced day. Hopefully that may change. 
The Council will shortly be erecting a new Notice Board at Woodlands Drive which it is hoped will 
be of interest/use for residents. 
Additionally, in response to requests from residents, there are plans for a new bench at the bus 
stop outside the Pax. 
 
Community Activities 
Carol singing around the Christmas tree in December and the Firework display in November 
again proved popular and brought the residents together, at the same time fund raising for local 
charities. It is regrettable that the planned VE Day 75th Anniversary celebrations on the weekend 
of 8th -10th May had to be cancelled.  Hopefully, there will be an opportunity for a more general 
“Village Party” once we have come through the Covid-19 crisis. 
 
The Council has taken it upon itself to help the Parish become ‘dementia friendly’ through 
encouragement to groups of residents to attend a short course explaining more about symptoms 
of dementia and thereby creating a sympathetic awareness and understanding amongst us of 
those suffering from it. 
 
Environmental and related climate change issues are also becoming a point of focus for the 
Council. There may well be initiatives that can be taken just within the parish, equally some may 
be imposed upon us by Leeds CC or central Government. For the future, the community must be 
open to fresh ideas as we seek to develop our heritage for the benefit of future generations. 
This will be an important brief for the Council to maintain. 
 
Community spirit is not helped by the inability for larger group gatherings to be held within the 
Parish. This has impacted particularly the Village Society, the local branch of the YCA and All 
Saints Church. There does not appear to be a remedy in the short term. The lack of such a venue 
has hampered social activity within the community to the detriment of all residents. The 
Neighbourhood Plan properly identifies this problem as a lack of an appropriate site for a 
community hall and the necessary funding.  The Council hopes progress can be made on both 
counts before too long. 
 
The Council continues to build on its relationships with neighbouring communities, with regular 
dialogue with the Chairs of Boston Spa and Walton now occurring. The contribution and help 
given by Ward Councillors has been much appreciated. The sad loss of Councillor Gerald 
Wilkinson was felt by many in Thorp Arch and the ongoing support from Councillors Alan Lamb, 
Norma Harrington and Linda Richards is highly valued by the Council. 
 
The Council has good relationships with and looks forward to working closely with Parish 
organisations in the future, including the Village Society, YCA, Lady Elizabeth Hastings Primary 
School, All Saints Church, the Tennis Club, TABS, LUFC and the Pax. 
 
 



Communication  
‘Causeway’ continues to be published in difficult times and has maintained a very high standard 
of both editorial contribution and advertising commitment. The financial demands though are 
pressing and its future once again remains under review by the Causeway team. The Council 
has been in conversation with the Causeway team and awaits further information about its 
plans. 
The ‘Council Website’ continues to develop (www.thorp-arch.org.uk ) increasingly including 
communications to residents on matters of interest through its Newsletter. The homepage of 
the website now incorporates an easy sign up to the Newsletter for residents and which then 
enables the Council to communicate online with them. This facility is becoming an important 
asset as digital communication to and from residents becomes the norm. 
The ‘Village Diary’ continues to be a valuable means of messaging the community and has 
proved its worth through the current Covid-19 crisis. 
The Notice Boards will always be the means of placing hard copy information on Council matters 
and the benefit of the new additional location at Woodlands Drive will certainly be of help in our 
communication. 
 
 
In conclusion 
My thanks go to all Councillors who have served on the Council during the past year and to the 
Clerk. It has been a difficult year in many respects, the more so as the community, concerned in 
past months with Brexit issues and the ensuing political turmoil, now has to cope with the life 
changing events of the Covid-19 crisis. 
 
As a community, I am sure that we will emerge with a strengthened resolve to come together 
and help develop the prized and historic heritage of Thorp Arch for the better. 
I am confident that the present Council is in good shape for the future and it will be determined 
to ensure that it serves all the residents well. 
The hope for the future of Thorp Arch is that the new younger generation of families in the 
community will embrace village life and join in to help it continue to be a thriving and vibrant 
place to live. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
John Richardson 
Chairman 
Thorp Arch Parish Council 
 
3rd April 2020 
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