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Summary

Executive Summary

Base N=143

Finding 1
One of the most important parts of this survey was to see which projects, that are
potential options for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding, are ranked most
preferrable by TA residents. It was found that the New Footpath was rated most
popular, followed by Traffic Calming when ranked by survey respondents. (S8/S9)
Finding 2
‘Traffic calming measures’ was ranked second both pre & post cost reveal.
Reviewing the issues with speeding cars in the TA area may have some bearing on
this:
➢ 92% of respondents had some concern about speeding
➢ Of whom 59% were very or extremely concerned
➢ 75% of respondents would like more traffic calming measures In TA
o 69% thought that road markings were a good option

Finding 3
Interestingly, after presenting respondents with the approximate cost of each
potential CIL funded project, their preference ranking of the projects was impacted.
(S8/S9)

Executive Summary- continued
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Finding 4
The suggestion of additional floral displays was positively received by three-fifths of
respondents, with additional planters being the preferred option for more than half
of the TA residents that responded to the survey.
Finding 5
Nine out of 10 respondents were aware of one or more local community groups,
with awareness for the Tennis Club and Cricket Club being highest. The interest in
volunteering for community projects was high, with over half of the respondents
being happy to volunteer for one or more of the projects.
Finding 6
When asked to review the Christmas 2021 TAPC lights, almost half of the
respondents were happy with the offering. Although a third would like to see more
Christmas lights spread over the whole of the TA area in future.
Finding 7
Approximately half of the residents had some interest in an allotment, with over a
quarter either very or extremely interested in the prospect of an allotment if
available in the local area.

Background

Background to the survey
The Neighbourhood Plan (NHP)
• In 2018, the NHP began following surveys on key issues and community consultation,
in order to identify areas of improvement.
• Part of the plans was to identify key projects and aspirations. This produced 8 projects
which were supported within the Thorp Arch (TA) community, however some of these
cannot be delivered for various reasons regarding current changes to the village.
• Despite this, the majority of the projects remain in contention and are candidates for
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds - a tariff system that allows local authorities
to raise funds from developers undertaking new building projects In their area.
• The TA Parish Council (TAPC) has received significant budget to spend on infrastructure
projects. However, it’s important that the opinions of TA residents are collated through
this survey before any spending priorities were determined.
Key Objectives
• To collect and analyse residents’ opinions on a range of community aspects, so that
TAPC can work to understand the priorities of Thorp Arch residents.
• To discover which potential Infrastructure projects are most preferred by Thorp Arch
residents.
• For residents to sign up to the TAPC newsletter.

Demographics

Demographics
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There is a good
spread of gender
and age group,
among participants.

2% 1%

100%

1%

19%

80%

74%

73%

60%

34%

Around three-fifths
of participants live in
the Northern part of
the village.

Household Composition

Gender

Age

44%

40%

55%

18 - 29

20%

15%

0%

0%

30 - 44

0

45 - 64

11%
1

2

Almost threequarters of
participants have no
children under 18
living In their
household.

6%

4%

1%
3

0%
4

43%

65+

Male

Female

Prefer not to say

Adults

Prefer not to say

With 50% of
participants having
lived In TA for 15+
years.

14%

1%
1%
Prefer
not to say

Children

Number of Years Lived In Thorp
Arch

Location Within TA

Less than 1 year

1% 6%
14%
39%

32%

1 - 4 years
5 - 9 years
10 - 14 years

14%
61%

20 years or more

Older part of the Village
Northern part of the Village

15 - 19 years

20%

13%

Prefer not to say

Findings

Worthy causes for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Investment
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Potential projects in the running for future CIL investment were presented via the
survey – each respondent then selected the projects they deemed worthy for CIL
funding, from those originally proposed by the residents of TA.
The data shows that the New Footpath was the most commonly selected project,
followed by Traffic Calming and a New Cycle Path. A Community Meeting Place is the
least selected project.
100%
90%
76%

80%
70%
60%

50%

58%

62%
53%

55%

50%
43%
38%

40%

29%

30%
20%
10%
0%
New cycle path Improvement New footpath Traffic calming Play area or
to the
equipment
facilities,
infrastructure
and visitor
information

Tree planting Community
Repairs and Other (Please
and
meeting place improvements specify any
maintenance
to The Greens other projects
you would like
to suggest for
the use of CIL
funds)

‘Other’ suggestions included: Extra dog waste bins, resurfacing of road leading to Rudgate Park, improved drainage on roads.
S7a/b Which do you agree are worthy causes for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Investment?

Preference of the potential projects
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Potential projects were ranked by respondents from most to least preferred, to identify the priorities that TA
residents have for the future of the village.
The chart shows the mean score each project received overall, where those closest to 1 are the highest ranked.
The data shows that the New Footpath project was most commonly placed highly in respondents’ ranking.

S8 Can you rate the below projects in order of preference where 1 is the lowest/least Important
and 10 is the highest/most Important?

Preference of the potential projects
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The approximate cost of funding needed for each potential project was then presented to respondents.
They were offered the opportunity again to rank their preferences of which projects they deem most to
least Important: The top two rankings projects stayed the same, however the New cycle path dropped
by 3 places.

S9 An estimate of costs is provided below for each of the projects, can you rate them in order of
preference now knowing the cost of each project?

Impact of the potential project costs
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TO SHOW THE TOP OPTIONS SO FAR (Before & After Prices are shown)

Closest to 1 (first choice)

Project

Price

S8

S9

change

New cycle path - New cycle path linking Walton Village
along Walton Road, past HMP Wealstun and ending up at
the start of Dowkell Lane (subject to landowners’
permission) - £177,000

£177,000

4.15

4.88

Improvement to the facilities, infrastructure and visitor
information - In Thorp Arch Village I.e. benches, picnic
tables, planters etc. - £7,000

£7,000

4.88

4.41

0.47

New footpath - New footpath for a section of the Ebor Way
on Wood Lane from Thorp Arch Park until the turning left off
Wood Lane approx. ½ mile from the village back onto the
Ebor way track - £97,500

£97,500

3.22

3.40

-0.18

Traffic calming such as road markings and gateway features
to signify the start of residential areas - £20,000

£20,000

3.97

3.69

0.28

Play area or equipment - In the grassed and fenced area in
front of Thorp Arch Grange near Leeds United Training
ground which Is owned by Leeds City Council (LCC) and
open for public use - £5,000

£5,000

4.73

4.04

0.69

Tree planting and maintenance - In the Churchyard

£5,000

5.58

5.12

0.46

Community meeting place - Thorp Arch does not have land
for a potential Community meeting place, as an alternative
we could make a donation to Walton Village Hall to support
Village Hall Upgrade - £20,000

£20,000

5.87

5.62

0.25

Repairs and improvements to The Greens near the War
Memorial (upper and lower) - Including areas damaged by
cars - £5,000

£5,000

5.32

4.85

0.47

-0.73

When comparing the outcomes from
both of the ranking questions, we can
see that respondents have ranked
projects differently after seeing the
approximate cost of each.
The highlighted cells show the overall
top two lowest scores (closest to first
choice), are chosen consistently over
the two question (with and without
cost.)
A ‘new cycle path’ had the biggest
ranking change – going down in
preference by .73 after the cost was
revealed.

S8 Can you rate the below projects in order of preference where 1 is the lowest/least important and 9 is the
highest/most important?
S9 An estimate of costs Is provided below for each of the projects, can you rate them in order of preference now
knowing the cost of each project?

Transport & Highways

Concern regarding traffic
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Residents reported their level of concern regarding traffic in TA, which found a majority of respondents reporting that they were extremely
concerned. This corresponds with responses to the following question of whether an Increase of traffic calming measures is a preference of
residents.
[T2B refers to the cumulative % of respondents that selected they were strongly concerned, with B2B referring to the cumulative % of respondents that selected
they were not/only slightly concerned]

‘Concern’ level for speed-exceeding traffic In TA

Would residents like an increase of traffic
calming measures In TA?

100%
90%
25%

80%
70%

T2B -59%

60%
50%

B2B -19%

43%

40%
30%

22%
16%

20%
10%

8%

11%
75%

0%
1 - Not at all concerned 2 - Slightly concerned

3 - Moderately
concerned

4 - Very concerned

5 - Extremely
concerned
Yes

S10 How concerned, if at all, are you about traffic exceeding the speed limit in Thorp Arch?
S11 Would you like to see an Increase the number of traffic calming measures In the village?

No

Potential traffic calming measures
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After collecting initial opinions regarding traffic in TA, respondents then identified how preferable each of the following traffic calming
measures would be to implement, as well as providing novel suggestions for other measures they would like to see in TA.
Just over 50% of respondents had no additional comments to make. Reducing speeding traffic had the highest number of
spontaneous comments, followed by repairing the roads, road surfaces, paths, etc.

Preference for Traffic Calming Measures
70%
69%
60%
50%
40%

49%

45%

40%

30%
20%
3%

10%
0%
Coloured road
surfaces

Road markings

Gateway features

Any other options
(please specify)

None of the above

S13. Any additional comments / on transport

143

No / Nothing / None

52%

Speed limits / improve speed limiting / calming / slow down traffic

15%

Other

9%

Repair/ road surfaces /paths etc.

9%

Stop HG / construction vehicles / prison traffic / trading estate traffic

7%

Traffic on bridge / too fast / too much traffic / Improve flow

6%

Improve road signage / road markings

5%

Improve street lighting

5%

Look at parking / stop inappropriate parking

5%

Speed cameras / mobile speed cameras

4%

Crossings / zebra crossing traffic lights

2%

Improve road drainage

2%

Too many road signs - untidy

1%

Remove speed cameras

1%

S12 Which, if any, of the following traffic calming measures would you like to see in Thorp Arch?
S13 Have you got any further comments / suggestions regarding Transport and Highways?

Village Flower Displays

Preference for floral displays
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TA currently has floral displays in various points throughout the village. TAPC wanted to investigate whether the residents of TA feel
that there should be additional displays, and if so, what type and where. Only 28% of respondents had suggestions for the
positioning of new planters/ plants, the highest number mentioned the green as an appropriate place.
“On village greens and The Village 15.”

Residents preferred floral displays

“Near the bus stop near the PAX Ad in the semiI don’t think additional
floral displays are needed
around the village

11%

circular space outside 16 The Village.”
39%

Planters

23%

Troughs
0%

Railing baskets

“Bulbs and annual flowering
plants throughout all the
village and roadsides. .”

S15. Suggestions on positioning of new planters

143

No / Nothing / None

72%

The Green

9%

Other (specified locations)

8%

Bus stop

6%

War memorial

6%

Near the church

2%

Entrances to village / around village entrance signs

2%

Entrance to Wood Drive (nr. blue sign)

1%

Near the prison / houses near prison

1%

Rudgate park

1%

Other (Please specify)

“Natural planting in
grassed areas and areas
left for natural habitat.
Not cutting grass fully
leaving areas for nature
would be better. .”

56%

“Next to village signs, around war
memorial, entry to village and bridge.”

S14 What kind of additional floral displays would you like to see around the village, If any?
S15 Where would you suggest we put any new planters?

Community Groups/Volunteers

Awareness of community groups
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Respondents selected which local groups they are currently aware of, to provide
insight to the parish council of which groups may need more exposure within the
community. The chart below presents the number of times a group was selected:

Community groups residents are aware of
100%
90%

82%

78%

80%

70%

64%
59%

60%

53%

50%
38%

40%

30%
20%

12%

11%

10%
0%
Tennis Club

Village Society

YCA (Yorkshire
Boston Spa,
Friends of Lady
Thorp Arch and Thorp Arch Mamas None of the above
Countrywomen's Wetherby and the Elizabeth Hastings Boston Spa Cricket
Association)
Villages
Primary School
Club (TABS)
community Green
Group

S16 Please select all the community groups you are aware of

Community groups missing & volunteering
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S18. Happy to volunteer for

Missing groups
Respondents also identified any groups that
they felt were missing from TA community,
which included the following:

100%

80%

60%
43%

45%

1. Litter pickup volunteers

40%
25%

26%

20%

24%
13%

13%

11%

11%

0%
I do not wish to Litter collecting
volunteer at this
time

Watering
planters /
baskets etc

Planting i.e.,
bulbs

Leaf Clearance Bench cleaning Volunteers for Neighbourhood Friends of Lady
for grassed
All Saints
watch support
Elizabeth
areas i.e., The
Church
Hastings
Green
Primary School

Just over two-fifths of the respondents did not wish to volunteer.
However:
✓ Almost half would collect litter (45%)
✓ Around a quarter would help with watering planters / baskets or with the
neighbourhood watch
✓ With between 11%-13% of respondents Interested in other areas

2. Cycling club
3. All Saints church mentioned
4. Numerous exercise types of clubs
Running, walking/ badminton, squash,
yoga, bowling etc.

5. Hobbies and activities such as Art,
drama, choir, band, chess, reading etc.
6. Social clubs for different ages / genders

S17 Are there any groups you think the village is missing?
S18 Would you be willing to volunteer for any of these projects, even if just In a small way? and if
so, which projects would you be happy to be Involved in?

Community Opinions

Christmas lights
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After Christmas 2021, TAPC were interested in gathering the perspective of those that live in TA regarding how the Christmas lights
were displayed, in terms of quantity and general opinions. Whilst almost half of the respondents felt the amount of Christmas lights
was adequate, a third would appreciate more lights spread over the whole of TA. Some residents suggested no / fewer flashing lights.

Opinions on Christmas lights from 2021
11%
6%

S.20 Suggestions about Christmas Lights

143

No / Nothing / None

54%

More lights at specific locations e.g. north end of village

9%

I didn’t see the Christmas
lights this year

More string lights on trees

6%

More discreet / classy/ less tacky e.g. no neon / flashing lights

6%

Too many Christmas lights

Lights on lamp post's

6%

More lights in general

6%

Change the way the Christmas tree Is decorated

6%

More coloured / warmer looking

5%

Other

3%

Do not have any / waste of money / save the planet

3%

More white lights

3%

Less white lights

2%

Amends Christmas tree position

1%

Turn on / off lights

1%

Have a coherent theme

1%

34%
Just the right amount of
Christmas lights
Not enough Christmas
lights

“They were great but you can never
have too many Christmas lights.”

Remove / turn of lights at specific locations e.g. empty houses

48%

“Please no coloured flashing lights like the tree
at the north entrance to Thorp Arch Park.”

S19 How did you feel about the quantity of Christmas lights in Thorp Arch this year?
S20 Do you have any suggestions about how the Christmas Lights could be Improved in future years?

1%
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Interest in allotments & subscribing to the Thorp Arch Parish Council newsletter
Residents of TA provided opinions about how they’d feel if allotments were made
available to them for personal use, In terms of interest.
Resident interest in allotments
60%

50%

50%
40%
30%
20%

12%

13%

13%

13%

2 - Slightly interested

3 - Moderately interested

4 - Very interested

5 - Extremely interested

10%
0%
1 - Not interested at all

Parish Council News Letter

37%

Around two-thirds of residents who
participated in the survey were interested in
subscribing to the newsletter.
63%

Yes, interested in subscribing

No

S21 How would you feel if allotments were to be available for Thorp Arch Residents

Conclusions and recommendations

Conclusions and recommendations
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Overall the potential funded projects of most interest to the TA residents participating in the
survey were:
1.

2.
3.

New footpath: New footpath for a section of the Ebor Way on Wood Lane from Thorp Arch
Park until the turning left off Wood Lane approx. ½ mile from the village back onto the Ebor
way track - £97,500
Traffic calming measures: such as road markings and gateway features to signify the start of
residential areas - £20,000
Play area or equipment: In the grassed and fenced area in front of Thorp Arch Grange near
Leeds United Training ground which Is owned by Leeds City Council (LCC) and open for public
use - £5,000

Although the New cycle path was originally ranked third in terms of preference, when re-evaluated taking the cost into account - £177,000,
the project dropped to 6th place.
This appears to indicate that respondents would like to spread the money available over a number of projects that cover a variety of areas.
These projects would be greatly appreciated by much of the community.
Swift would recommend that the top 4 or 5 projects covered in the study be shown in more detail to TA residents to gain their final
approval.
Overall the residents are engaged with the TA community issues and groups, and are willing to help but more could be done to raise
awareness of existing groups (e.g. litter pick up group) and assist with the set up of any potential viable new community groups.

Appendix

Questionnaire

