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Draft Thorp Arch Parish Council

Minutes Monday 9th May 2016

	Present:
	Cllrs: J. Richardson (Chairman), G. Duxbury, A. Crooks, M. Smyth, A. Rodger


	In Attendance:                           
	T. Wormley (Clerk)



	Others:
	PCSO Emma Leighton, one member of the public


	1. Election of Chairman
John Richardson (JR) was nominated by Graham Duxbury (GD) and selected as Chairman by unanimous vote. 
	Action

	2. Apologies for Absence

None

	

	3. Declaration of  Prejudicial/Personal Interests

None

	

	4. Police Report

PCSO Emma Leighton reported two crimes for April: one theft on the Trading Estate, and another on The Village where items were stolen from a garage.  

Speeding traffic continues to be monitored using the speeding gun. Four people were caught speeding on Church Causeway and Walton Road.
	

	5. Minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 11th April 2016, having been circulated to all members, were agreed as correct. 
	

	6. To accept the minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on 25th April 2016 having been circulated to all members, were agreed as correct.                                                                                                                                          
	

	7. Matters Arising from the Minutes
Item 7 – Letter sent to Peter Smart, item 9 – Andrew Rodger (AR) to meet representative from parks and Countryside Wednesday 11th may.
	

	8. Election of Vice-Chairman
GD unanimously elected as vice-chairman.
9. Correspondence

· Invite from Tim Down to public exhibition to be held Tuesday 24th May 3.00pm – 8.00pm at Unit 603, Avenue D, Thorp Arch Trading Estate.

· Email from Paul Rowden re Marguerite Hepton plaque – Church cannot accept it.  To be passed to Rob Williams for investigation.
· Email from resident re phone box – passed to Village Society.
· YLCA Branch Annual Meeting – Tuesday 7th June – 7.30 Horsforth Town Council.
· Marie Curie ‘Blooming Tea Party – passed to Village Society

· YLCA ‘Delivering and devolving Conference – 1st June 10.30-4.14. Free event but held in London.

· Boston Spa Neighbourhood Plan – notification of pre-submission consultation.

· Draft Clifford Neighbourhood Plan – at submission for examination consultation 

· Acknowledgment and response from LCC re complaint about Road Closures.
	        Clerk


	10.  Parish Development Matters

Neighbourhood Plan including status of Cricket Club
Project timetable remains on target.  NP group have met with Paul Leemings from Carter Jonas.  The Parish Council expressed some concerns regarding some of the points raised at the meeting, particularly the future of the cricket ground as there has been some suggestion that TABS may wish to relocate?  GD confirmed that the cricket ground is identified as open green space in the NP, and that the group will take all necessary steps to ensure that the Plan cannot be challenged.  Further advice will be sought from the consultants.
TATE

St Congar, (Rockspring’s agent), and their design team will hold a public exhibition on Tuesday 24th May 3.00pm – 8.00pm at Unit 603, Avenue D, Thorp Arch Trading Estate.
GD to draft a letter regarding Ash Way planning application for industrial units on the trading estate.  Parish Council to support concept of improving employment facilities on the Trading Estate.
HCA Site
Still awaiting news from HCA regarding which option they will take forward.
Site Allocation Consultation Process
No further developments.

Community Right to Bid

The community right to bid gives communities a right to identify a property that is believed to be of value to their social interests or social wellbeing, and gives them a fair chance to make a bid to buy the property on the open market if the property owner decides to sell. Currently, only eligible community groups, such as local parish councils or local neighbourhood planning forums and charities can nominate.  Once a property has been nominated, if eligible, it will be added to the ‘List of Assets of Community Value’. This means the owner of the property must advise LCC and the Parish Council when they intend to sell the property. There is then a six week period in which a Parish Council or other legitimate body could make a bid for the property.  The Parish Council agreed to register The Pax and the Cricket grounds.  The council also agree to ask for other nominations through Causeway.

Resolved: to register The Pax and the Cricket grounds under the community right to bid scheme.
Planning Matters:

Ref. No: 16/00847/FU – Single storey rear extension - 14 The Village       Approved

Ref. No: 16/02072/TR – Sycamore tree – Remove stem 2 and 3 marked on the palm – 15 Woodland Drive – Approved
	           GD
                      Clerk

                    

	
	

	11. Community Participation Report

Annual Parish Meeting 
A number of favourable reports about the APM have been received, some verbal and some email.  The Council agreed to consider using a sound system at next year’s meeting.

Speed Indication Device Training – Amy Crooks

Amy Crooks (AC) is now qualified to operate a flashing speed device following her training earlier this month.  Amy, along with a colleague, will be able to monitor the speed of traffic in specific areas and log any speeding car which will be forwarded to the police.  The device will be on loan to Thorp Arch at some point during the summer
War Memorial Book

The booklet requires only completion of appendices and proof reading. It will be launched at The Pax on 1st July. 
	

	
	

	12. Infrastructure Report  

Highways and Footpaths
AR is to meet with Robert Buckingham from Parks and Countryside to inspect footpath in Thorp Arch.  He will report back after the meeting.
Footpaths on Church Causeway/Walton Road are nearing completion but no specification has been received yet for the roads. AR agreed to chase timescale and specification.

HMP Whealstun grass verges will now not be maintained due to financial restraints. It was agreed to send a letter to the prison expressing concern about the situation.  AR to draft.
Superfast Broadband
JR has opened up dialogue with BT to bring superfast broadband to Thorp Arch.  He will report back at the next meeting.
Missing seat at North Lodge

This was raised at the APM by a resident.  The Council cannot recall ever seeing the seat.  The Council will include a request for information about the seat in Causeway.
	AR
AR
AR
JR


	
	

	13.  External Council Matters

HMP Wealstun Report – update

Ministry of Justice ‘actively researching’ ownership of Grange Avenue.  Agreed to send formal letter if no response received in next week or so.
	GD

	
	

	11. Financial Matters

Review of Gardener’s Employment Status

Due to the new pension enrolment regulations, the gardener’s job will have to be advertised on a contract basis.  Clerk circulated copy of advert which was accepted. 
Payroll Feedback

Clerk has now registered with ‘White Rose Accounting’. Payroll is now up and running and clerk will be paid monthly.
Internal Audit
The internal audit has been completed and all is correct and in order.  The council approved the internal audit.

Resolved: To approve the internal audit of accounts.

Annual Return
The Annual Return was approved by the Council and signed.

Resolved: To improve the Annual Return
Accounts for payment this month:

   LCC Lettings Department – APM Hire of school                          £45.00 

      C Sanderson – Grass cutting & strim line                                     £85.21

      Clerk’s monthly remuneration                                                       £262.00                                                                         
	               

	
	

	12. Minor items and items for next agenda
Dog waste bin still not been delivered.  Clerk to chase.
Minor Items: None
	Clerk

	Next Agenda: None


	

	Date of Next Meeting: Monday 13th June – 7.00pm at Lady Elizabeth Hastings School.

The minutes are draft until agreed at the next Parish Council Meeting


	


	Signed


	

	Date
	


